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own organ of government to balance and check the others was transformed into the
idea that the different interests in society should be organized into parties for political
action to work out their differences and arrive at agreements \vithin the legislative
branches of government itself. This development of the political party as an agency of
interest aggregation marked a significant step in the modernization of the political
process. When it was further determined that political office should be held only on
the basis of merit or election and not upon the basis of birth, heredity, family, rank, or
wealth, the democratic revolution moved the political systems of the West still further
along the road of transmutation to modernity.
Enormously important for the future of American political life was the exten-
sion of the ballot to wider and wider elements in the population. At the beginning of
the nineteenth century the privilege of voting was limited by property, religious, and
racial qualifications, but by the middle of the century white manhood suffrage was
virtually won. In the 1820s and 1830s especially, the new states of the West came into
the Union with constitutions guaranteeing universal manhood suffrage (at least for
white men), and many of the eastern states liberalized their voting requirements under
the impact of the Republican-Democrats. The election of Andrew Jackson in 1828 is
usually taken as the signal that the process of extending the vote to small farmers and
laborers was well on its way.
While the possibility of social as well as political advancement for white workers
increased, the social status of those who remained in the South declined as wave after
wave of Negro slaves were brought in from Africa and the West Indies. In 1700
Negroes already represented about 10 percent of the total population, about 27,000
out of 250,000. By 1780 there were 575,000 Negroes in the United States out of a
total population of 2,780,000. This represented something like an increase of 100,000
in each of the prior decades. By 1860 the Negro population reached nearly 15 percent
of the total (4,400,000 out of 31,400,000). It was much higher in the South, reaching
something over one-third of the total. With the invention of the cotton gin, the South
turned more than ever to cotton, further entrenching Negro slavery until the time of
the Civil War. The denial of rights to black Americans was, of course, the greatest
failure of the democratic revolution.
By the middle of the nineteenth century, the United States was no longer merely
a hothouse in which European institutions and ideas flourished as replicas of the Old
World. A new environment, new soil, and new atmosphere produced a way of life that
began to make its own distinctive contributions to Western civilization. Not the least
important of these was the public school idea, an idea which in its own way was just as
symbolic of the success of the democratic revolution as black slavery was symbolic of
its failure. Eventually, these two had to come to grips with one another—a schoolhouse
divided against itself could not stand.
E.   THE MAGNET OF INDUSTRIAL URBANIZATION
In describing the transmutation to modernity it has been customary for social
scientists to speak of the industrial revolution as the heart of the matter. And the

